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SHARING & CARING HANDS 
Joy will be preparing and serving a noon meal to 250-300  

homeless people in Minneapolis on Tuesday, January 5th.   
We need people to help with the serving, people to make Jell-O 

in ice cream pails (10 buckets-each made from 3 Lg. Boxes), 
people to make cakes (15-20) and people to drive.   

There is a sign up sheet on the Joy bulletin.  

Thanks for your help.   
All donations need to be at the church by 9:00 am  

the morning of serving.  
People will be leaving the church that day at 9:30 am  

and returning between 1:30 and 2:00 pm.   

ALSO, if you can help on Monday, January 4th prepare the food 
come at 9:00am.  This will be a great help to Kelly.  

Monetary donations are also accepted.  
 

 
JOY TO STAFF FOOD SHELF 

We are responsible for staffing the Food Shelf in January!! 
Hours are Thursdays - 9:-11:30a.m and 1:00 - 6:00 p.m.  

Please call Fred Benson at the Food Shelf at  715-262-4143 and 

leave a message as to when you will be able to help. Thank you!  

 
 

JOY LUTHERAN ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, February 7, 2010, 11:15 a.m. 
Please put this date on your Calendar!! 

This meeting helps shape programs for 2010. 

 

 
Something to think about!!  

We are looking for members who would be interested in learning about the  
sprinkler system. We are having a training session on Wednesday, January 6th on 
the how-to’s of taking care of this system. Please call Tracie Lee or Jim Wazlawik 
if you have questions. 
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Pastor’s Desk 

Our Condolences to: 

….Kyle & Dayna Strand on the 

death of Kyle’s mother, Rosalie 

Strand. 
 

May the God of Hope comfort and 
sustain you always. Our prayers are 

with you and your families. 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS    

On Your Birth 
November 23, 2009 
Ayla Rose Peterson 

Parents are 
Steve & Penny Peterson 

 
November 27, 2009 

Charlie Erick Nawrocki 
Parents are 

Chad & Abbi Nawrocki 
 

December 2009 
Henry Thomas Block 

Parents are 
Charlie & Jen Block 

 
On Your Marriage 
December 11, 2009 
Jeff & Rachel Calton 

The Gift  

 

 “When the wise men saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” Matthew 2:10,11.  
Many of my favorite Christmas memories are of the days after Christmas.   
I remember long days of being home, the Christmas tree lit, goodies in the 
kitchen and playing with new Christmas gifts.  As Christians we are blessed 
with a Christmas season that lasts for twelve days after Christmas, the days 
until we celebrate the arrival of the Wise Men on Epiphany.  When the stores 
are done luring us in to buy gifts, the wrapping paper has already been picked 
up, the schedules have quieted, and many have taken down their Christmas 
decorations, we are given the gift of a time to celebrate the gift of Christmas.  
On Christmas Eve we are given the Christ Child.  This is a child who has  
accomplished nothing, yet to speak, yet to perform healing, yet to travel to the 
cross.  This is a child of hope for what His life will bring as a gift for us all.  
Jesus received three gifts from Wise Men who traveled to see this Christ Child.  
I invite you to celebrate the gift of Jesus for the twelve days after Christmas, 
and then join me throughout the year in unwrapping this gift of a life time. 
 
To celebrate the gift of Jesus, I have given Joy Lutheran Church a gift of three 
books.  They were presented to Joy on Christmas Eve.  “The Crippled Lamb” 
is a beautiful manger story of the special place for a crippled lamb.  We all 
have times in our life where we feel left behind and alone.  This story pro-
claims that we all have a special role in the life of Christ.  In Christ we have a 
God who walks with us through the year and especially in times of struggle.  
“The Grieving Child; a Parent’s Guide” helps parents, grandparents, teachers, 
and adults to find ways to understand the impact of death on children.  I have 
shared this book with many, including teachers, who have found it a helpful 
resource.  “The Cancer Chronicles; a Journey of Faith, Hope and Life” began 
as e-mail updates by Pastor Schick as he walked through cancer diagnosis and 
treatments.  He included reflections on the scripture text for each week.  The  
e-mails began to spread as words of hope for others battling cancer, leading to 
the request and creation of this book.  Pastor Schick received his first call to St. 
John in Albert City, Iowa, where I grew up.  I re-connected with him while in 
college in Ohio.  When I entered seminary he became a mentor.  In the days 
after Christmas, while you are playing with your new toys, wearing new 
things, and enjoying your gifts, remember the gift of Christ who has come to 
bring us hope and new life every day of the year!   
  
Blessings, Pastor Amy Fondroy Eich 

Thank you to all who have celebrated 
the birth of Frasier!  The baby shower 
in December was a wonderful after-
noon of gathering with the women of 
the church.  Thank you to the hosts, 
Phyllis Hoffmann, Marcia Lindseth, 
and Joan Schaack.   
Thank you also for the Christmas 
wishes.  We were blessed to spend 
Christmas with our new child and all 
of our family in Iowa.  We have 
greatly appreciated all of the special 
gifts we have received.  I look for-
ward to returning to confirmation on 
January 6th and leading worship on  
January 10th. 
     Pastor Amy, Pat, Alexander,  
         Deitrich and Frasier. 

WANTED ~ YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS!! 
We in the Joy office would like to start a quarterly update program to 
be sent via email.  If you would like to be included please send Tracie 
your email address. She will also add you to the weekly email news 
unless you specify otherwise. Thanks so much! 
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"Advent by Candlelight" Program a Big Success 
Thank you to all who helped make our December JW/WELCA program, "Advent by Candlelight," such a big 
success again this year.  Almost 40 women were in attendance to hear an inspiring program by the Peterson 
Family, "Heart Song," from Fairmont, Minnesota.  Special Christian fellowship and tantalizing desserts were 
enjoyed by all who attended.  Special thanks to over-all chair, Bev Zyduck, and to pastor Carol Peterson for 
her devotional story.  Thanks, also, to the table hostesses who furnished the lovely table decorations, table set-
tings, and luscious desserts.  These women were Mary Appleton, Marcia Lindseth, Bobbie Flatz, Phyllis Hoff-
mann, Nell Garvy, and Bev Zyduck.  Thanks to all who attended! 
 

 
Treats and Treasures  

Treats and Treasures was once again a success in 2009. We took in a total of $2,790.80. We were given match-
ing funds from Thrivent of $1,250.00. This makes the grand total $4,040.80. Thanks to everyone who donated 
and helped in so many ways to make this so successful. We will be able to do many things for missions, the 
youth of our church, as well improvements to the church itself. We were also able to share and reach out to 
others as a result of Treats and Treasures. All the baked goods and cookies that were left after church on Sun-
day were give to the Food Shelf to give to families in need. Also several of our boutique items were donated to 
the Care Center for their White Elephant Sale on December 5th. 
 
 

Thankoffering Service  
We received $423.87 in offerings at our Thankoffering Service on November 22nd. The money will be sent to 
the Women of the ELCA to support their work. I will not be sending the money in until after the 1st of the year 
so if you still want to contribute or if you have box at home that you have not returned, please feel free to drop 
these off at the church office. There are boxes on the table in the narthex for next year, if you are one of those 
who like to make the Thankoffering a part of your daily life throughout the year as you recognize and give 
thanks for your many blessings. 
 

 
Don't miss looking at the JW/ELCA Bulletin Board for pictures of all the events we hosted in November/
December!  Also note the letter from the Women of the ELCA thanking us for the gift of $95 which we con-
tributed to the WELCA Katie's Fund in honor of Edna Aamodt's 95th birthday on November 20th.  Katie's 
Fund supports Women of the ELCA ministries in global sharing, leadership development, and nurturing faith. 
 
 

 
Join Our JW/ELCA Bible Studies in January 

Our JW/ELCA Bible Studies continue as the New Year begins and all women are invited to attend one of them 
as their schedule permits.  We will be continuing our Bible Study on Paul's Letter to the Romans.   
The January Bible Studies will be held as follows: 
Tuesday, January 12, 1:30 P.M.         Wilma Timm, Leader 
Thursday, January 21, 7:00 P.M.        Marcia Lindseth, Leader 
Wednesday, January 27, 7:00 P.M.    Mary Appleton, Kathy Sommer, Leaders 
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Support Our January/February Mission Project 
For the next two months we will be collecting items to support Global Health Ministries (GHM), located in 
Minneapolis..  GHM continues the healing ministry of Jesus Christ by enhancing health care programs of  
Lutheran churches in other countries.  GHM provides much-needed medical supplies and equipment to areas 
of the world where the people have very little.  We will be collecting items for the AIDS/Hospice Kit which 
will provide cleanliness, comfort and hope to AIDS patients in third world countries. 
Please contribute the following items that will go into the AIDS kits: 
    Regular Size Bath Towel                    Wash Cloths                    Tooth paste, medium or large - any kind 
    Bath size bar of wrapped soap            Toothbrush                      A "pick" comb 
    Nail Clipper                                         Band-Aids                       Jar or Tube of Petroleum Jelly 
    Heavy duty household gloves, size medium, kitchen-type            
    Small devotional booklet like Portals of Prayer, Christ in our Home (any issue) 
 
We also will be collecting items to make Midwife Kits. GHM will send midwife kits to the areas where they 
are needed so that the midwives and new mothers may feel that they are not alone, that someone cares, and 
that they can welcome the babies into a safer world.  Please contribute the following items that will go into 
each Midwife Kit: 
    1-36" square muslin or sheeting - not necessary to hem        1 regular size bath towel, new or gently used            
    1 wash cloth          1 bath size bar Ivorysoap 
    2 white cord ties:  8" long, 1/4" wide twill tape, or heavy white knit/crochet cotton yarn                 
    1 new razor blade (single edge, safety wrapped)             
    1 newborn stocking cap (keep hand knit ones small, use baby yarn)        
    1 receiving blanket 
    1 small cotton blend or flannel shirt (to waist only as babies do not wear diapers)  
    1 pair plastic or latex gloves (clean, not sterile)  NO kitchen gloves 
 
Note:  Consult the board in the narthex for helpful hints on making these items or places where these items can 
be bought.  You will also find there more information about Global Health Ministries and its mission to the 
world.  Your items can be put in the baskets in the narthex.  Also, please note that money is needed to contrib-
ute to GHM to aid in sending the kits overseas and to buy pain medications and vitamins in the country of  
destination.  If you'd like to donate a monetary gift, please give it to Tracie in our church office or to Emilie 
Horken, our JW/ELCA Treasurer. 
 
Thank You's ...... 
To all women who attended the special Advent Bible Studies in December and to Marcia Lindseth for leading those 
studies on "Advent, a Season for All Generations." 
 
To all women who attended the December 6th Open House Celebration for Pastor Amy and baby Frazier and to  
Phyllis Hoffmann, Joan Schaack, and Marcia Lindseth who hosted it. 
 
To everyone who contributed to the November/December Mission Project for Turningpoint Shelter for Women.   
Many items were collected and we are grateful for your help in reaching out to others. 
 
To everyone who has contributed a cell phone to be recycled for the Good Deed Foundation and the Women's Funding 
Network.  So far our church has collected FIVE boxes of recycled phones.  These phones generate funding to support 
programs that lift women and families out of poverty, help provide solutions to climate change, and provide 900  
emergency phones to senior citizens and people at risk.  Keep on recycling for us! 



Page  4 

A MUST ATTEND EVENT! 
 

Sunday January 31st Joy will be having a winter 
event for all ages!! From 3pm - 4:30pm come  
together with others from Joy for this "CROSS" 
generational event. Stories, goodies, crafts, movie, 
sledding, snowman building...something for every-
one and every age. 

Sunday January 24th Joy church will be  
Going to Afton Alps for Snow Tubing.  

All students and adults 42inches and taller are invited 
to attend, students 4th grade and younger need to 
attend with a parent or an adult.  We will be leaving 
Joy around 11am and returning around 3:30pm cost 
is $15.00 per person parents who want to come 
along and not snow tub are welcome.  Cost includes 
3 hours of Snow tubing. Food will be available for 
purchase or you can pack a lunch.  Information and 
sign up sheet is located on the youth bulletin board 
and elsewhere in this newsletter.  Contact Christy in 
the church office for details. 

SAVE THE DATE – 
WALKING TOGETHER: A CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCE EVENT 

Saturday, March 20, 2010  @ Chippewa Falls Middle School "Walking Together" is an event for the congre-
gation at large: all council members, all committee members, all staff, all disiciples--young and/or seasoned. 
Congregations are invited to examine and share the areas of mission and ministry that YOU DO BEST. Often 
our best practices are taken for granted. This is a chance to share them. You will have a chance to learn by 
sharing and share by learning. 

The Nominating Committee is seeking nominees for the 
Church Council.  There are four 3-year positions to fill and one 1-
year position to fill.  Nominees will be voted upon at the Church's 
Annual Meeting on February 7, 2010.   If you are interested in 
being a nominee for our vacant Church Council positions, please 
contact one of the members of the Nominating Committee:   
Dick Horken, Marcia Lindseth, Ken Roen, Tom Peterson,  
Karen Lehman, Al Klein, or Bobbie Flatz. 

Please Save Your Greeting Cards!  
Please bring cards of all occasions to Joy 
where they can be recycled. They are made 
into new greeting cards to be sold as a fund-
raiser for the Joyful Bells. Watch through-
out the year for sales of these special cards. 
Thank you! 

Decorating Committee News 
   Thank you everyone who has shared their time, talents and imagination. You have helped create spiritual 
inspiration for each season. 
   We decorate 5 times each year: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. The next 2 times we will 
meet will be 9:00 AM the Saturday before Palm Sunday and the Saturday before Easter Sunday. 
   Sincere thanks to Gene and Dorothy Meier for the beautiful real Christmas trees they have provided for 
many years. This year we were compliant with new State Regulation that  
prohibits live tress in public places. We were given a gorgeous artificial tree donated by Craig and Tammy Orf 
- thank you for your generosity. You probably noticed that this year we  
celebrated Advent with the color blue on the tree that changed to white Christmas Eve.  (thank you Pastor 
Amy for that suggestion). 
   Thank you also Pastor Carol for the wonderful explanation of the Chrismons. The "Christ" 
"Monograms" (Chrismons) are a wonderful symbol of Christ in our lives in every season. 
   We welcome new ideas and certainly more hands. 



Page  5 
CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 

Meet your Church Council Representative for Worship/Music, Lee Northouse! Member of Joy since 2003 

    Moved to Prescott from Bloomington, Minnesota (attended of Transfiguration Lutheran Church) 
    Very involved in Joy musical organizations - adult choir, Joy Unlimited, bells, brass, solo/accompany trumpet 
    Part of audio/video team.  We record the Traditional Service on DVD and provide it to Prescott Cable TV service for 
rebroadcast on Wednesday evening. 
    Also involved with display of audio or video information (CD/DVD/iPod/Computer/etc.) 
    Regular member of Men's Breakfast Bible Study (Saturday mornings) 
Married for 31 years to Joan Northouse (Medical Technologist at Fairview University Medical Center) 
Two daughters:   Vanessa (28) married elementary music teacher who lives near Washington DC 
            Sarah (26) single graphic designer who lives in St. Paul 
Currently unemployed 
    Degree in Mechanical Engineering from University of Minnesota 
    Laid off by Seagate Technology (computer disc drive manufacturer) in May 2009 after 30 years of service 
    Most recent position was technical program manager 
Indoor activities - computers, music (trumpet), watching sports 
Outdoor activities - fishing, boating, snowmobiling, golfing 
 

Fellow members of Joy, 
 
The annual meeting will be held February 7th after the second service. As in the past we will be electing 
new people to the Council, approving the annual budget and discussing and dealing with any new business 
that comes up. 
 
We will be distributing the committee reports and annual budget two weeks before the annual meeting to 
give everyone a chance to review the information. One item, the Property and Grounds portion of the 
budget, will require your attention. Jim Wazlawik, formerly of the Building Committee and currently on 
Property and Grounds has enclosed a summary of recommendations regarding the mechanical systems in 
the church. It appears that we may need to replace equipment sooner than expected based on the recom-
mendations we received from the contractors when we expanded the church. I hope that the church can 
react proactively. 
 
The council has reviewed a first draft of the 2010 budget. The budget has been sent back to each commit-
tee for a final review and to see if we could find any further reduction in anticipated expenses. The Coun-
cil will be holding a special meeting before the New Year to produce the final draft for congregational  
approval. 2009 expenses, as in past years, continue to trickle in for a couple of weeks into the New Year. 
When those are received a final actual 2009 financial statement will be generated and be part of the annual 
meeting package. 
 
I would encourage everyone that has questions, concerns or new business to be brought to the annual 
meeting contact Pastor Amy, myself, or any of the other Council members so we can do our homework 
and address your concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Grant Durhman 
Council President 
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WORDS FROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP GROUPWORDS FROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP GROUPWORDS FROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP GROUPWORDS FROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP GROUP    
 
Here is a quick update on the Today’s Vision, Tomorrow’s Joy Program.  A few pledges will continue 
to trickle in and we will welcome pledges at any time, but we are now ending the official program. 
 
We have received a great response!! Although we didn’t quite achieve our goal of 150 pledges, we 
did increase the number of pledges by 25% over last year.  Even better than that is the fact that we 
increased the dollars pledged to the general fund by nearly $54,000!!  On the Debt Reduction side, 
we are behind our goal at about $200,000 versus our goal of $360,000.  Unfortunately, this doesn’t 
quite cover the mortgage nor leave any left to do the debt reduction we had hoped.  As such, the 
mortgage payments will need to come from general funds as well as any un-pledged donations.   
We will need to trust God to provide us these funds will be there when we need them. 
 
 
Thank you to Jim and Bobbie Flatz for setting up the Celebration Sunday refreshments!!  
 
"Thank You" to all the members of Joy Lutheran for helping to make this a successful campaign; 
without YOU it would not be possible… 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Today’s Vision, Tomorrow’s 
Joy Goals

Number of Pledges

3 Year Debt Reduction

150
135
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45

30

15

0

$360,000

$324,000

$288,000

$252,000

$216,000

$180,000

$144,000

$108,000

$72,000

$36,000

0

Annual Pledge Total:  

111

$197,595

$203,836

As of 12/21/09:

125

$220,108

$200,115

Unpledged from Simply Giving

Pledges only

83%83%

56%56%



Page 7 

The Church Council met on Tuesday, December 15th.  Following are highlights from that meeting: 
 
The meeting was opened by Grant Durhman, President of the Council, who announced that this would be his last meeting as president be-
cause his council term is expiring. The Council thanked grant for his 3 years of service on the church council, two as Secretary and one as 
President. 
 
Pastor's Report:  Pastor Amy attended the meeting and submitted an extensive report.  It was noted that Pastor Amy, following her Family 
Leave, will be returning full-time to her duties on January 6th when she will conduct the Confirmation Classes and on Sunday, January 10th 
when she will again begin conducting the church services.  
   
Council Affairs:  Draft language for the Church Council's Action on Pastor's Housing Allowing for 2010 was adopted by the Council.  A 
building use request by Ken Johnson for Destination Imagination practices on Sundays from 2:30 - 4 P.M. from December through April 
was approved.  Approval was given for the PHS Choir to use the church for their holiday concert on December 17th.  There will be a meet-
ing of the Council on December 30th to work on the 2010 budget which will be presented to the congregation at its annual meeting on Feb-
ruary 7, 2010. Pastor Amy will install the new Church Council at services on February 14, 2010. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  The Council is working on a proposed general operating budget which shows fiscal responsibility for 2010.  The Coun-
cil discussed many ideas on ways to save money in 2010.  A "Challenge Budget" will also be proposed to identify important areas of minis-
try to challenge the congregation to support.  Many of these areas revolve around Property and Grounds maintenance needs.  A motion was 
passed to provide the Council with financial balance sheets on a quarterly basis, in addition to the normal end of year reports.  The voucher 
system which was recently implemented will continue to be used in 2010 to contain costs as much as possible. 
 
Outreach Report:  The Outreach Committee met on December 14th.  Kim Regenhard, who is completing the term of Sue Haasis who re-
signed from the Council, announced that she would not be a candidate for the Council in 2010, although she may remain on the Outreach 
Committee.  The Committee discussed the role of "Welcome Ambassadors" who intentionally look for first time visitors and makes sure 
they feel welcomed...giving the visitors a positive first impression of our church.  Upcoming topics for this committee include a Welcome 
Center, Outreach Ideas, the Joy Website, Friends of Joy (Befrienders), and an Attendance Process. 
 
Stewardship Report:  Craig Orf reported that the "Today's Vision, Tomorrow's Joy" stewardship program was very successful.  So far, a 
total of $58,000 increase in pledges has been noted and 24 more giving units pledged over last year's figures.  Craig also noted that eight 
more individuals have indicated that they want to join "Simply Giving."  Craig encouraged those who have not yet pledged to do so as we 
have many budget challenges for 2010. 
 
Worship and Music Report:  Lee Northouse reported that his Committee has played a very important part in the Advent and Christmas sea-
son and many compliments have come for the efforts of this committee.  This committee and our many talented members are a great source 
of joy and a wonderful influence in our church. 
 
Property and Grounds Report:  Due to her health concerns, the Council accepted, with regret, a letter of resignation from Kathy Sommer, 
who has chaired this committee.  A letter will be sent to Kathy from the Council expressing thanks and appreciation for her extensive ef-
forts and the meaningful role that she played in the past couple years during our building addition and remodel. The Council again dis-
cussed the projection of delayed capital maintenance needs and projected repair program.  A letter will be sent to the congregation concern-
ing these 2010 "emergency infrastructure needs."  Thanks were extended to Jim Wazlawik for all his work on the kitchen remodeling pro-
ject. 
 
Education Report:  Jenny Wazlawik, Chair of this committee, asked for a "leave of absence" from January to May 2010 as she will be writ-
ing her Master's Degree thesis.  She has asked Kim Cleasby to help out with Education during this time. 
 
Youth Report:  Bill Satchell reported that Shantytown received a great deal of publicity for the church and was considered a great success.  
Youth also made and decorated cookies for the Treats 'n Treasurers sale which was successful.  Christy Canfield submitted a written report 
which outlined in detail the youth activities including the Prayer Breakfasts each Monday morning, the Sunday School Christmas Program, 
and upcoming activities such as Urban Immersion. 
 
JW/ELCA Report:  Emilie Horken reported that the JW/ELCA Treats and Treasures sale on November 21st was very successful, bringing 
in over $4000, including Thrivent Financial matching funds.  With regret and thanks for several years of service, the Council accepted Emi-
lie Horken's resignation from the Council.  Marcia Lindseth will take her place as JW/ELCA Representative on the Council in 2010.  The 
Council noted that they've honored and respected Emilie's wonderful influence on the Council and she was told that she would be missed.  
 
Old Business:  It was announced that the next meeting of "Healthy Start" would be February 9, 2010.  All Council members, including new 
members to be elected at the church's Annual Meeting, should plan to take part in this meeting. 
 
New Business:  There is a Council Retreat in Chetek, WI, scheduled for March 20, 2010.  Since many groups are asking to use our beautiful 
church, it has been brought up that a suggested donation for use of the church by business groups be added to the form that the church uses 
for an official request.  More discussion will be held on this subject. 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTESCHURCH COUNCIL MINUTESCHURCH COUNCIL MINUTESCHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES    
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The Joy Lutheran Church Property and Grounds Committee has proposed a significant change in the way Joy 
funds capital maintenance and repair projects for our building.  This change in approach was strongly recom-
mended by the Building Committee charged with planning and implementing our recent building project.   
Following is the culmination of two-and-a-half years of work, contemplation, and prayer on how to best care 
for the fantastic facility for which we have been entrusted as stewards. 
 
First, we would like to provide some background on this proposed change in how we care for the Joy facility.  
When the Building Committee for our addition was formed, one of the first steps was an ‘existing facility  
survey’ completed in October and November of 2005 by Kraus Anderson Construction Company.  This survey 
determined that the existing Joy Lutheran Church property had $416,250 in deferred maintenance.  Since the 
building project was soon to be under way, the practical decision was made to prioritize the deferred mainte-
nance items and incorporate them, in the best way possible, into the upcoming building project.  Our “building 
project” absorbed over 90% of this deferred maintenance; to be blunt; our building project became a building 
and maintenance project.  The total cost of our ‘building project’ was $970,000 plus fees and closing costs for 
a grand total of nearly $1MM dollars.  Of this amount, nearly $400,000 was for maintenance to our church  
facility that we didn’t pay for as we went along, and likely could not have paid for had we not begun a building 
project at that time. 
 
Financial planners tell individuals and families that they should have 4-6 months of expenses in a ‘rainy day 
fund’ or ‘emergency fund’.  Given the current challenging economy, many advisors are recommending up to a 
year of expenses in reserve.  We are in a fortunate position in that we have a very good idea what items in our 
facility will wear out, and an approximate life expectancy of these items.  Can you believe that Joy has nearly 
$550,000 in assets that will wear out and need replacement in the next 20 years, some items more than once in 
that time?  These are items such as furnaces, air conditioners, appliances, and floor coverings.  None of these 
items are frills and fluff or things that the Joy community would be happy to live without. 
 
Given the life expectancy of the capital maintenance items throughout the Joy facility, our first year cost in 
order to accumulate the funds necessary to ‘pay as we go’ when we experience property failures is over 
$80,000.  While we recognize that this is a significant increase from past annual Property & Grounds budgets 
approved to care for our building, consider the $400,000+ we accumulated in deferred maintenance in the 
years between the 1989 building project and the 2007 building addition.  The amount of equipment and physi-
cal property we have now is nearly twice that before the building addition, and the cost of upkeep only contin-
ues to grow.  As large as the physical complex of Joy Lutheran Church has become, it is even more important 
that we properly plan and prepare for the repairs and maintenance we all know is inevitable.  It is unlikely that 
we could wait, much less afford, to amortize further maintenance of this large facility the next time we  
endeavor to expand. We are the stewards of the Joy facility, which needs to be properly cared for in order to 
fulfill the Mission and Vision of this congregation. 
 
The amount absolutely necessary to make the repairs needed in calendar year 2010 is $30,547.  The additional 
amount necessary to include in the 2010 budget to position the Church to have the ability to pay for future  
repairs as they arise is an additional $56,554.  As you can see, these numbers continue to grow, and should we 
delay starting to save by even one year, the numbers increase substantially as we try to catch up. 
 
You will receive a copy of the spreadsheet used to calculate the future Capital Maintenance and Repair needs 
of Joy, along with the proposed 2010 budget, in the coming weeks.  We will hold informational gatherings to 
discuss ideas and concerns before the annual meeting.  Should you have questions in the interim, Jim 
Wazlawik (home 262-8333, cell 612-281-4939) or Kathy Sommer (home 262-4352, cell 651-492-5567) would 
be happy to discuss them with you. 

PROPERTY AND GROUNDS NEWS 
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 Gabriel Valentine 
24 Phyllis Hoffmann 
25 Pat Johnson 
 Nancy Rifleman 
26 Ilene Knight 
27 Adriana Holst 
 Melissa Satchell 
28 Hazel Erlandson 
 Danielle Francis 
 Jenna Rohl 
 Tom Swanson 
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2 Warren & Barbara Lee 53 
10 Brad & Lana Wallin  11 
19 Charles & Susan Carpenter 19 
27 Ron & Jaci Willow  51 
28 Darrell & Rosemary Alexander 44 
 

    HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY 

BLESSED BAPTISMBLESSED BAPTISMBLESSED BAPTISMBLESSED BAPTISM    

1 Mitch Bjurquist 
 Kelly Busse 
 Julie Dewitz 
 Loretta Knight 
3 Vanessa Norby 
4 Grant Stanton 
7 Loren Herman 
 Jason Koele 
9 Mark Dewitz 
10 Erik Diley 
11 Jack Olson 
 Thad Smith 
14 Brett Ellis 
 Bailey Rawn 
16 Hayley Hillman 
 Sue Klein 
18 Annie Valentine 
19 Aiva Nelson 
 Evan Nelson 
20 Val Allen 
 Dick Hoffmann 
 Kyle Koele 
 Eyan Miller 
21 Noah Miller 
 Brady Schommer 
23 Brad Wallin 
24 Phyllis Hoffmann 
 Taylor Palmer 
27 Ellie Nawrocki 
 Amanda Theis 
28 Lynn Johnson 
29 Heather Marcy 
30 Jesalyn Gaunitz 
31 Bart Appleton 
 Isaac Martin 



GREETERS 
   January 3 
8:15    Mike & Pauline Volkman 
10:00  Pauline Barnes 
   January 10 
8:15  Craig & Tammy Orf 
10:00  Mark Poff 
   January 17 
8:15   Ken & Loretta Knight 
10:00  Hope & Erik Olson 
   January 24 
8:15  Scott & Sharyn Calton 
10:00  The Wazlawik Family 
   January 31 
8:15  Mike & Pauline Volkman 
10:00  The Rifleman Family 

READERS 
   December 6 
8:15    Gloria Sebion 
10:00  Dan Smaida 
   January 10 
8:15    Robyn Keyport 
10:00  Lisa Kleinschmidt 
   January 17 
8:15    Jim Flatz 
10:00  Erica Keezer 
   January 24 
8:15    Sharyn Calton 
10:00  Jim Wazlawik 
   January 31 
8:15    Marcia Lindseth 
10:00  Tascha Kinney 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
   January 3 
8:15    Robyn Keyport 
    Marv & Marcia Lindseth 
10:00    Pauline Barnes 
    Hope & Erik Olson 
 
   January 17 
8:15     Phyllis Hoffmann 
     Jim & Bobbie Flatz 
10:00     Jenny Wazlawik 
     Hope & Erik Olson   
 

SERVING AT JOY 


