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JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2010 
 

As a Lutheran Congregation we work together  
to proclaim Jesus.   

Once a year the congregation gathers for an annual meeting.   
A tool for doing ministry is the finances that are used for the 
building, resources, staff, music and worship.  The approval of  
a budget means that the congregation is committing to work  
together to make sure the tools of ministry are available for Joy 
Lutheran Church.  In preparation for the meeting the Church 
Council is sharing information about the budget during worship 
and at forums after each worship service.   
Please ask questions and plan to attend the annual meeting on 
Sunday, February 7 at 11:15.   
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 17, 2010 
Worship at 6:30 p.m. 

All Lenten Services will be at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 
REMEMBER TO PRAY 

 
Keep in prayer all who have suffered disasters  

these past few months.   
There are more than what has been in the news. 

Visit www.elca.org for countries devastated by disasters. 
Blessings for your families in 2010. 
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Pastor’s Desk 

Our Condolences to: 
….Doug & Brenda Haas on the 

death of Doug’s grandmother, 

Lenore Johnson. 
….Jay & Kim Krause on the death of 

Jay’s father, John Kraus. 
….Dave & Judy Hamann on the 

death of Dave’s father, Burnell  
Hamann and on the death of Dave’s 

second cousin, Troy Schultz. 

 
May the God of Hope comfort and 

sustain you always. Our prayers are 
with you and your families. 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS    
On Your Birth 

January 16, 2010 
Jordan Anthony Timmins 

Parents are 
Tony & Melissa Timmins 

 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together with it.  1 Corinthians 12:26 
 
February the month of love is a month of giving at Joy Lutheran Church.  At 
Wednesday supper a youth handed me a baggie of money, she said, “it is for 
earthquake relief”.  Excited by her generosity, I asked her what inspirited her 
to give.  She said she has a charity box on her dresser and when she heard the 
announcement on Sunday she decided to give.  Her friend then went to her 
mom and asked if she could give out of her allowance.  The next day, a teen 
who had heard the conversation brought money to the church. Giving does 
bring more giving! 

 
February 7, there will be special offering for earthquake relief in Haiti and  
Malawi our sister synod.  The youth will also be collecting canned goods for 
Souper Bowl Sunday.  The Joy Women are collecting items for Midwife and 
Hospice kits.  All of these efforts provide opportunities for us to care for our 
brothers and sisters in need.  As of January 23, members of the ELCA have 
already collected more than $1.6 million.  Two water purification systems  
were in place to bring clean water to 25,000 people.  Food, medical supplies, 
blankets and tents were helping over 10,000 people.  I invite you to be part of 
the blessings of many people working together, here at Joy and throughout the 
ELCA.  Visit the ELCA Disaster Response (www.elca.org/disaster) Web site 
to see where 100 % of these gifts are going, thanks to the Synod Mission  
Support given by Joy and other ELCA congregations! 

 
Joy is blessed to be a community who cares for one another and for the larger 
world.  No one person or one committee can provide all the care for the whole 
church.  Together we are a community that continues to grow in love and care 
for one another and for those who are suffering.  Our love comes from the one 
who offered love through his forgiveness on the cross.  During this month of 
love, share the love of Christ with others! 

 
Pastor Amy Fondroy Eich 

Are you looking for a church home? 
 
We would like to invite you to become a member of Joy.   
Our next "Introduction to Joy" is scheduled for Sunday,  
February 14th at 11:15 am (immediately following the 2nd  
service).  In this informal setting, you will get to know others 
who have expressed an interest in joining Joy and learn 
more about the church and its ministries.  You will also have 
the opportunity to ask any questions you may have.   
A light lunch will be provided.  If you would like to participate 
in the upcoming class, please contact Tracie, 262-5800. 

Wanted: a play system  
(Rainbow or similar).   

Joy is looking to expand our children's 
play area.  Do you have children who 
have outgrown their play system?   
We would love to put a gently used 
system to use here at Joy.  We have a 
crew who will remove, transport and 
reinstall the unit.  If you have some-
thing in good condition that you would 
consider donating, please contact the 
Joy office and we will have someone 
look at it promptly to determine if it 
will meet our needs.  Please, please do 
not drop equipment at Joy without  
contacting the office first. Thank you!! 

Thank you to all of our Joy members that 
have remembered me through my two  
surgeries. 
Your prayers, cards, meals, and visits have 
been a blessing to us. 
 ~Deanna Roen 



Page  2 

Support the JW/ELCA February Mission Project 
 
In February we will continue our collection of items to support Global Health Ministries (GHM), located in Minneapolis. 
 
Note:  Consult the board in the narthex for the list of items needed for these two kits.  Attached to the board, there are 
little sheets of paper that you can take home as reminders of the items that you can bring in for this collection.  Your 
items can be put in the basket in the narthex.  You will also find more information about Global Health Ministries and its 
mission to the world.  Also, please note that money is needed to contribute to GHM to aid in sending the kits overseas 
and to buy pain medications and vitamins in the country of destination.  If you'd like to donate a monetary gift, please 
give it to Tracie in our church office or to Emilie Horken, the JW/ELCA Treasurer. 
 
 

 
Join Our JW/ELCA Bible Studies in February 

 
In February we will continue our study of Paul's Letter to the Romans.  We will be reading and discussing Romans 9-11 
where Paul acknowledges the limit of human understanding yet insists that God is trustworthy and keeps promises, even 
though humankind cannot discern God's timetable.  The February Bible Studies will be held at the church as follows: 
                            Tuesday, February 9, 1:30 P.M.            Wilma Timm, Leader 
                            Thursday, February 18, 7:00 P.M.        Marcia Lindseth, Leader 
                            Thursday, February 25, 7:00 P.M.        Kathy Sommer and Mary Appleton, Leaders 
 
 
 

 
Mark Your Calendars:  World Day of Prayers is Friday, March 5, 2010 

 
Our JW/ELCA unit will be the hosts of the 2010 Ecumenical World Day of Prayer which will be held at our church on 
March 5th from 11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.  This year's World Day of Prayer service has been written by the women in 
Cameroon, Africa.  We will journey to Cameroon and enter a world vibrant with song and praise.  From Cameroon's 
southern coastal plans to its thick tropical forests to its mountainous Adamawa massifs, we will pick up our instruments 
and make music.  Together we will dance in the procession while singing praises to God.  Together we will fulfill the 
call of Psalm 150:  Let Everything That has Breath Praise God. 
 
Since the first World Day of Prayer service in 1920, diverse communities of women of faith have been coming together 
to pray for peace and justice around the world.  It was the very notion that communities of women could come together 
across denominational lines to pray together that sparked this movement, which continues today.  Over the last 90 years, 
World Day of Prayer has expanded to more than 180 countries and regions.  In 2009 more than 1,700 services with more 
than 68,000 participants took place throughout the United States alone.  Celebrating World Day of Prayer is a great way 
to get together with other churches and celebrate ecumenical partnership in our community.  More than $98,000 in  
domestic and international grants were joyously given from the 2009 offerings.  The 2010 offering grants will focus on 
concerns expressed by the women of Cameroon, including education, equality, and human trafficking. 
 
We are looking for volunteers to help plan the World Day of Prayer Service and to serve the lunch which will follow.   
If you can help, please contact Marcia Lindseth at 262-3498 and tell her of your willingness to help be a part of this  
ecumenical event in our community of Prescott. 
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Items to Note . . . . . 
 
++  Women of the ELCA's fourth annual Bold Women's Day will be celebrated on Sunday, February 28th.   
Watch for something special on that Sunday! 
 
++  Check out a new free monthly newsletter of Women of the ELCA.  It's called "Bold Connections" and one can sign 
up for it by going to the WELCA home page, www.womenoftheelca.org, and sign up in the Bold Connections box on the 
right side.  You'll find helpful news and information on the WELCA program resources and activities and insight into the 
churchwide organization's role in our total mission and ministry together.  At that website you can also read a blog,  
become a fan on Facebook (www.facebook.com/WomenoftheELCA) , or follow the WELCA on Twitter 
(www.twitter.com/WomenoftheELCA). 
 
++ Did you know that the women of the ELCA offer scholarships to Lutheran women of all ages?  Whether an under-
graduate, graduate, or seminary student, you may be eligible to apply for one of our scholarships.  Note the scholarship 
guidelines and application materials for 2010-2011 academic year on the www.womenoftheelca.org web site.  
Applications and letters of reference must be postmarked on or before February 15, 2010.  Check this out if you are in 
need of a scholarship. 
 
++  Be sure to check out on our bulletin board at church "The Northwester" , the newsletter of the Women of the  
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, and the Women of the ELCA Interchange, the monthly newsletter of the Women of  
the ELCA.  These newsletters contain a lot of interesting information from our synodical women's group and from the 
Women of the ELCA organization. 
 
++ Mark your calendars and plan to attend the Women of the ELCA Northwest Wisconsin Synod Convention on  
April 30 and May 1, 2010 in Eau Claire.  More information will come in next month's newsletter. 
 
 
Let’s Have a Crafty Afternoon!! 
 
Attention: Ladies of all ages.  Sue Hood, a Demonstrator for Stampin’ Up!, has organized an after-
noon of crafting and fellowship.  The event will take place at Joy Lutheran Church, Saturday, Febru-
ary 13th, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.  Best of all there will be NO CHARGE, and NO PURCHASE neces-
sary.  If you do choose to purchase anything from me, 10% of profit will be donated to Joy’s Building 
Maintenance Program.  I will demonstrate some of the latest trends in crafting (making greeting 
cards, scrapbooking, home décor, and the newest, fabric).  You will also have the opportunity to 
make a couple of projects and take them home with you.  My 9 year old Granddaughter, Madison, 
will have several demonstrations for young girls age 6 and older to work on and take home as well.  
So, how about a mother/daughter afternoon?  Refreshments will be served.   
I will need a RSVP for anyone attending to ensure I have plenty of supplies for everyone to 
work with.  My number is 262-5791.   
Invite family, friends, neighbors and let’s have fun!!!  
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TEC 85 is February 26th -28th in Afton for high 
School students.  Applications are available in 
the hallway by the kitchen. 

PLEASE HELP!!!   
The High School Youth need some help in 
creating a space to meet in a small group…
the following items have been identified as 
needs by the students.  If you are able to 
help please contact Christy Canfield at  
262-5800.   
*Small electrical heater     *coffee table 
*shag rug 10X10 feet        *Christian Posters  
*Bean Bag Chairs (washable) 

Saturday February 27th Joy Church will be going 
to Feed My Starving Children in Eagan.  We will 
be leaving from church at 1pm and returning at 
5pm.  School bus transportation will be provided 
for a $5 donation per person…money collected 
will pay for transportation.  Any money collected 
over the cost of transportation will go directly to 
Feed My Starving Children.   
This event is for everyone 3rd grade and older. 

The 30 Hour Famine is March 5th -6th for  
students in 8th -12th grade.  Students will be 
fasting for 30 hours, raising funds, and creating 
awareness about those 25,000 children who die 
from hunger each day.  HELP is needed from 
adults who can donate juice and adults who can 
donate 3 hours of time on Friday and Saturday.  
Signup sheets and drop box will be located in 
the narthex. 

Join Congregations Across America!!  
It’s simple. Each year on Super Bowl Sunday, students take up a collection, asking each worship-
per for donations of one dollar or one non-perishable food item for those in need. Souper Bowl of 
Caring provides the resource materials you need at no cost, to help you carry out your collection. 
It’s local. Young people develop a stronger connection to their community by learning about local 
needs and giving 100% of their donations to the charity they choose. Last year, $10.2 million was 
donated to charities that provide shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry and compassion to 
those in need.  
It unites. Since the Souper Bowl of Caring began with one youth group, this youth-led mission has 
generated more than $60 million for local charities across the country. When your church reports, 
they demonstrate the powerful impact young people can make when they put their faith into action. 
It’s JOY! Joy Church has been participating in this event for 15 years!  Help make a difference by 
donation $1 or a nonperishable food item on Sunday February 7th, 2010 

A Prescott DI Team is asking for your support for their outreach project 
“operation Easter basket.”  they will be having a dinner at PHS cafeteria on 
February 23 for $5/person.  They are also collecting items: baskets, ice cream 
pails, toys, money, stuffed animals, sports gear, and teen appropriate items to 
fill the Easter baskets. There is a bin in the narthex for your donations. 
Thank you for your support. 
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The Church Council met on Tuesday, January 19th.  Following are highlights from that meeting: 
 
Bill Fetzner gave an update for the Joy Lutheran Church website regarding his recent efforts. 
 
Pastor's Report:  Council members and their committee members were encouraged to attend the Synod-sponsored event, "Walking 
Together: A Congregational Resource Event" at Chippewa Falls Middle School on Saturday, March 20 from 8:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m..  
This will be an event for sharing best practices and resources among pastors, church council members, Sunday School teachers, mu-
sicians, staff, volunteers, and church leaders.  Thanks went to everyone for working so hard on the 2010 budget.  The January 31st 
cross-generational event at church was announced and Council members were invited to attend and bring their families.  Pastor Amy 
met with a group of families to explore ideas to help bring families and the whole congregation together.  Some of the ideas that this 
committee is working on include a congregational camping day, working on the play equipment at church, organizing play groups at 
church and summer at play grounds, and ways to involve more people in the regular ministry of the church.  It was also mentioned 
that the youth are working to fill and update the space of Christy's old office for use as a high school gathering place. 
 
Council Affairs:  Approved request by Sue Hood to use the church on February 13th from 1-4 P.M. for a Stampin' Up event and gave 
conditional approval for use of the building for a 3 year old preschool, 2 mornings a week, starting this summer with a 6-8 week ses-
sion. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  The 2010 budget was discussed.  It will be presented at the Congregational Meeting on February 7th.  Prelimi-
nary presentations will be made during church on January 24th and 31st with forums offered between services on those dates to fur-
ther discuss the budget and answer questions church members may have. 
 
Outreach Committee:  A "Welcome Ambassador" to recognize first-time visitors and make a point to welcome them was discussed.  
A brief training will be offered for those people identified as possible ambassadors.  The committee discussed ways to get the first 
and second service people to co-mingle between services.  The next new member class is scheduled for February 14 with New Mem-
ber Sunday scheduled for February 21. 
 
Stewardship Committee:  The Committee is making plans for stewardship efforts this spring. 
 
Property and Grounds Committee:  Xcel Energy is doing an Energy Audit to identify energy use in our church building.  Training on 
our sprinkler system has been held with a DVD available to train others who are interested.  Other needs discussed by this committee 
included getting someone to coordinate and manage our church kitchen, and getting someone to be a building manager for our 
church.  Topics of access to the building by outside users, and a review of our building use policy and associated fees was also dis-
cussed.  A request by the youth to paint a mural on a wall in the basement was approved as long as the design was approved by the 
Council prior to the painting. 
 
Worship and Music Committee:  The 2010 Music and Worship budget was discussed.  A thank you note and $25 donation was re-
ceived from the Prescott Chamber of Commerce for Joy members that sang Christmas carols downtown in December. December 
services, including Christmas Eve services, were reviewed.  The season of Lent was discussed and ideas for services shared.  Special 
music for Wednesday Lenten services was assigned. Discussion was held concerning offering communion each Sunday, at least at 
one of the two services, beginning this summer. 
 
Education Committee:  Sunday School attendance is averaging 85 children per Sunday.  We are grateful for our Sunday School staff! 
 
Youth Committee:  The end of December youth took a trip to Minneapolis to serve with Urban Immersion.  January 24th there'll be 
snow tubing at Afton Alps.  January 31st will be a cross generational day at church with activities from 3:00 - 4:30 P.M.  Everyone's 
invited!  February 26-28 will be a TEC weekend for high school students and February 27th, from 1-5 p.m. there'll be an opportunity 
for our church to go to Feed My Starving Children to pack meals to be shipped to places where people are suffering.  Super Bowl of 
Caring will be held on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7th.  This creates awareness and raises funds for local hunger relief. 
 
JW/ELCA:  World Day of Prayer will be held at Joy on Friday, March 6th with an 11:00 service followed by a luncheon.  Joy will 
host this ecumenical event which this year is written by the women of Cameroon.  Plans will have to be made for hosting a woman 
from our Companion Synod church in Malawi April 23-May 3. 
 
Old Business:  The annual meeting packet was once again reviewed.  It will be ready for distribution at services on January 31st.  
Council members were reminded of the Healthy Start meeting on February 9th.  Both old and new Council members should attend. 
 
New Business:  Council approved the following as members of Joy's Endowment Committee:  Dick Horken, leader, Neil Durhman, 
Laurie Fetzner, Doug Keyport, and Mike Pepin.  The Council approved an action to organize sensitive items needed for safe/secure-
keeping such as account numbers, passwords, and other secure information in a designated off-site facility. 
 
Next Council meeting will be February 16 at 7 P.M. 
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Giving comes in many forms…. 
When we think of giving, many of us just think about money.  While money is important and we certainly 
can’t do all the great work we do at Joy without it, we also can’t do these things without people contributing 
their time and talents.  There are literally hundreds of ways people can contribute without spending a dime.  To 
name a few: 
� You could help by participating in the actual church services by singing in one of the groups, ringing with 
the bells, reading the lessons, ushering, filming the services, running the sound board, or serving communion. 
� You could help out before the services by setting up the alter, decorating the church, greeting at the door, 
making coffee, folding bulletins, or by shoveling the entrance walkways. 
� There many opportunities to help on committees such as education, music and worship, youth, property 
and grounds, endowment, JWELCA, outreach, stewardship, and others.  These committees decide what Joy 
does in each area to move our mission forward.  Every one of these committees needs people to play specific 
roles in making their activities successful.  This could include making phone calls, writing articles, stuffing 
envelopes, serving snacks, creating artwork, updating bulletin boards, making posters, teaching Sunday school, 
or many other little things that make the programs work. 
� Many group activities are also available to everyone.  Some of these include: JWELCA, men’s or women’s 
bible studies, youth activities, TEC, or Via De Cristo. 
� Participating in activities outside Joy also serves our mission.  These include things like Habitat for Hu-
manity builds, serving at the Prescott food shelf, or serving meals at Sharing and Caring Hands. 
But something anyone can do is to attend church services and activities.  Without people attending and being a 
part of it all, none of these will be successful. 
As you can see, there are a lot of ways to give at Joy.  Hopefully everyone can find the way to contribute that 
best suits their talents.  If you have an interest in any of the activities or committees mentioned, please contact 
anyone on church council or the church office. 
 
 
Don’t forget to update your Simply Giving 
If your 2010 pledge is different from 2009, be sure to update your Simply Giving amount by filling out an  
updated form and submitting it to the church office.  Or if you are interested in starting to use Simply Giving, 
you can also fill out the short form and have your amount automatically withdrawn from your bank account. 

Needed to Date $8,037.00 
Actual to Date $4,555.00 
Actual Past Year $7,218.00 

Needed to Date  $22,099.08 
Actual to Date $19,754.94 
Actual Past Year $17,719.02 

BUILDING FUND 

GENERAL FUND 

 
This does not include Sun., Jan. 31 

Joy Lutheran Offering Status

1/30/10

$-

$5,000.00

$10,000.00

$15,000.00

$20,000.00

$25,000.00

1Needed to Date
Actual to Date
Actual Past Year

Joy Lutheran Offering Status

1/30/10

$-

$2,000.00

$4,000.00

$6,000.00

$8,000.00

$10,000.00

1Needed to Date
Actual to Date
Actual Past Year
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PROPERTY & GROUNDS UPDATE 
 
Please welcome the following members to the Property & Grounds Committee for 2010:  Jeff Johnston, Chad Nawrocki, 
Jim Rein, and Ernie Schultz.  They will be joining a dedicated team of 'behind-the-scenes' people to help keep our 
facilities in tip-top shape; Hilarie Duval (our custodian), Rudy Jungwirth (lawn-mower, et.al.), Doug & Robyn Keyport 
(gardeners), Michael & Chandler Krubsack (shovel sidewalks), Kent Sebion, Kevin Sommer, and Jim Wazlawik. 
THANK YOU! all for your commitment and hard work!  Please note; the Property& Grounds Committee could still use 
some more X-chromosomes, ladies??? (Hint: if you want to paint the kitchen different colors next time it needs 
painting, this is your committee to join!) 
 
Since I have decided to finish my service on the Church Council a year early, I would like to share that the reasons  
behind my decision to step away from this commitment are purely personal in nature.  I feel that God has been trying to 
lead me in a new direction here at Joy and at home with my family, so I am trying to listen and discern His will for me; 
please say a prayer or two for me in this regard.  I believe God has placed these new members on this committee for a 
reason; maybe mostly because they know a whole lot more about Property & Grounds that I do!  Or, maybe so Jim can 
worry a little less about taking it all on, and so I can feel a little less guilty about resigning:-). 
 
I feel fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with kind, generous, dedicated and conscientious Council members, 
Pastors, and Staff in serving this congregation for the past 2 years on the Church Council, and on the Building Commit-
tee for the 3 years previous - THANK YOU!  And, THANK YOU! To the countless volunteers, adults and kids, who 
have pitched in to help keep our church spic-and-span - you are appreciated beyond measure! 
 
The prayers of this congregation are felt in many ways by the people serving in leadership roles at Joy - please keep it up 
- feeling the swell of your support is like having wind in their sails - it keeps them going! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Kathy Sommer, outgoing Chair, Property & Grounds Committee 

PROPERTY AND GROUNDS NEWS 

Thank You to all who supported the Sharing and 
Caring Hands Ministry  - by contributing jellos 
and cakes, by helping to prepare the meal, by help-
ing to serve the meal to the homeless at Sharing 
and Caring Hands, or by contributing to the special 
offering which makes it possible for our church to 
participate twice a year in the Sharing and Caring 
Hands ministry. 

Joyful Energy 
Parents and children up to age 5 gather at Joy to burn 
some energy.  We will meet weekly on Thursdays from 
9-10 AM.  Come and play at church.  We will use the 
fellowship hall and nursery depending on the number 
of kids who attend.  This is a time to run, play with 
balls, play with friends, and parents to gather.  Come 
when you can.  If schools are canceled because of 
weather, we will not meet.  Moms, dads and grandpar-
ents are all welcome to come for this play time.   
 – Pastor Amy & Kariin Pepin 

Intergenerational and Family Ministry 
At the Joy Gatherings, in several committees and in 
other conversations I have heard a desire to find ways to 
meet others and build stronger relationships at Joy.   
On Sunday January 17, thirteen families gathered to 
share ideas about Intergenerational and Family Ministry 
opportunities at Joy.  The group was filled with excite-
ment and kept generating ideas.  With the goal of having 
one new ministry evolve the group is moving forward 
with SEVERAL new ministries.  1) Plan a Joy Camp 
Out with day-only activities for those who don’t sleep 
away from home.  2) Organize Joy Play times at the 
church (see information about Joyful Energy) and in the 
summer at parks.  3) Update the playground equipment.  
The group will be meeting again on Sunday March 7 at 
11:15, starting with a pot-luck and then breaking up into 
activity/organization groups.   
If you are interested in one of these activities or have 
other ideas please come or contact Pastor Amy or 
Christy. 
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In December I had an opportunity to meet Chimezie Ukaonu, the seminary student who served as an intern at Joy Lutheran Church.  
Chimezie expressed his deep appreciation for his year of learning at Joy.  I have invited Chimezie to send updates as he enters the 
last phase of school and the candidacy process before being ordained as a Lutheran pastor.  In April Joy will make a road trip to  
Luther Seminary to visit Chimezie and the campus.  Keep your eyes out for details.   Pastor Amy Fondroy Eich 
 
Brothers and Sisters at Joy Lutheran Church, greetings. 
 
My family and I extend to you our wishes of love in Christ Jesus.  Some time ago, I told you that I will try to keep you 
posted as to how things are going with my education here at Luther Seminary.  I had the wonderful pleasure of meeting 
you Pastor, Rev. Amy Eich and her new born. 
 
Seminary Education 
It is with deepest joy that I report to you that I successfully completed the approval process, both the approval by the  
faculty as well as approval by my synod.  On February 16, 2010, I will be receiving the information, assignment, that 
tells me the region or state where I will be seeking a call in the Lutheran Church (ELCA).  It could be any where in the 
United States. 
 
Let me say a little bit about the process of starting a seminary education. Usually, by the time you get to the seminary, 
you have already entered a phase of this process called the ENTRANCE PROCESS.  This is really a period of  
DISCERNMENT as you prepare for a theological education.  Remember the word Discernment.  Your discernment for a 
theological education and ministry of the church starts with your local congregation, your pastor, and your synod.  For 
most people, their preparation and discernment starts at the family level and their local congregation, long before the 
seminary come into the picture.  By the time someone requests an application for admission from the Seminary, their 
Pastor as well as their Synod office had already provided for their reading pleasure some helpful materials that assists in 
the discernment process.  As soon as the Synod office of your congregation considers you a candidate for ministry  
education at the Seminary level, you enter into the beginning phase of your education and preparation called the  
ENTRANCE PROCESS. 
 
During the Entrance phase of your discernment process, which now may include the process of applying to the seminary, 
you get to write about yourself and talk to some professionals who access your abilities, skills, and preparation for minis-
try.  There is a criminal investigation involved, both at the synod level as well as the seminary.  Your pastor especially, 
and maybe some members of the congregation, get to write recommendations on your behalf.  To my knowledge, you 
need at least a bachelors degree in some area of study (Psychology, Engineering, Religion, etc) as a prerequisite for a 
seminary education.  Once you have been admitted to a seminary (the Lutheran church has several seminaries around the 
country), and within the first year, the Entrance process will usually come to a conclusion as a synod committee 
"examines" the student about their commitment to ministry and education.  The next process is called the  
ENDORSEMENT PROCESS.  This is geared towards a preparation for internship.  The synod and the seminary  
pretty much runs the show.  I will talk more about this process next time. 
 
I have to add that there are many young people fresh out of college, who choose to pursue a seminary education towards 
one form of ministry or another.  Also, Luther Seminary now has a vibrant Master's program in Children, Youth and 
Family.  It is run by Terri Elton, and let me tell you, she knows what she is doing.  There are also many second career 
people choosing to pursue a seminary education.  There are also a lot of "beyond middle age" folks who are choosing to 
pursue all kinds of ministry education as a way to serve in God's world, as well as for their own spiritual and theological 
enrichment. 
 
The peace of the Lord abide with you all.  To some of you--and you know yourselves--see you soon. 
 
Yours in Christ 
Chimezie Ukaonu 
 
P.S.   My mother, at 86yo (or thereabout), is doing well for her age; just not remembering much, which made my last 
visit with her all the more precious. 

INTERN NEWS 
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Malawi Companion Synod News:  Earthquakes have devastated our Lutheran Brothers and Sisters in 
Malawi. Details of the scale of the earthquakes that hit Karonga in December are now emerging. Between  
December 6 and 20, 31 earthquakes hit the area with a magnitude range of 4.3 to 6.2. Fifty-two additional 
smaller earthquakes were detected. On December 8, within a two hour span, Karonga was hit by nine earth-
quakes with a magnitude range of 5.1 to 6.2. Much of the damage and deaths occurred during this time span. 
Three parishes of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi (ELCM) were severely affected, with least 22 
churches badly damaged. Three Lutheran primary schools were damaged such that children are not able to  
attend school during the current rainy season. The ELCM has sent a proposal to the NW Synod of Wisconsin 
and Global Mission Disaster Response-ELCA for their immediate relief response. Long-term needs will be 
church and school buildings. Immediate, short-term needs fall into the areas of food aid, shelter and sanitation 
(including safe water), bednets for malaria protection, and medications. Your donations can help! Please send 
your check to the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, PO Box 107, Chetek, WI 54728 and indicate "Malawi  
Disaster Relief." Thank you for supporting our companions in this time of need. 
 
 
On Tuesday, January 12, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake rocked the island country of Haiti, primarily  
impacting the capital, Port-au-Prince. Offices, hotels, houses and shops have collapsed. The presidential palace 
is in ruins and many churches have been destroyed. Hospitals are overflowing and the search for survivors is 
intense. The streets of Haiti are filled with people in shock and searching for loved ones among the rubble. 
Your help is needed today to bring immediate relief and continued hope for our brothers and sisters in 
Haiti. About 3 million lives, one-third of Haiti’s population, are affected by this earthquake. Already one of 
the poorest countries in the world (70 percent of Haiti’s population lives in extreme poverty), this catastrophe 
will exacerbate the suffering felt by many already living with hunger and poverty. ELCA Disaster Response is 
already working through long-standing partnerships on the ground to provide emergency food, water, shelter 
and medical supplies. Financial gifts are urgently needed.  
Your gifts to ELCA International Disaster Response, designated for Haiti Earthquake Relief, will be 
used entirely—100 percent—for immediate relief and ongoing recovery efforts. Your prayers and  
generous gifts will make a life-saving difference. Please give today. 
 
 

 
Another Way to Help 

 
Joy has helped pack meals for Feed My Starving Children. 

Haiti will be in need of food for a long time. 
Send donations to Feed My Starving Children  17 cents buys a meal!   

What you pay for a pop can feed a family of 5! 
You can make a donation on line at www.fmsc.org 

 
You May Make a Donation to any of these organizations through Joy Lutheran.   

Simply designate your offering.   
 

A special Offering will be taken on Sunday, February 7th. 

DISASTER RELIEF NEEDED!! 
Remember that Prayer is always a way to respond  

to the needs of others!   



21 Stephanie Johnson 
22 Sam Carpenter 
 Ken Roen 
 Andrew Shelstad 
23 Erik Diley 
 Sheila Johnson 
 Leo Rohl 
24 Natalie Canfield 
 Leah Lundgaard 
 Bill McNeil 
25 Peter Gray 
26 Ernie Schultz 
 DeAnn Thompson 
27 Richard King 
 Amber Litzenberger 
 Heather Ukaonu 
28 Bobbie Flatz 
 Jake Roosen 
 Brandon Rundquist 
29 Brooklyn Threinen 
 

1 Alexsis Lahn 
 Haley Miner 
 Hope Miner 
2 Trevor Steger 
3 Claire Fasbender 
 Peter Kleinschmidt 
4 Bill Bowen 
 Bill Satchell 
 Eleanor Voelker 
5 Caleb Appleton 
 Connor Lubich 
6 Katelyn Heltne 
 Jayne Parmeter 
7 Leah Kaufman 
 Eddy Wuorenma 
8 Cory Doffing 
 Andrew Sakschek 
9 Deitrich Eich 
 Debbie Gunderson 
 Mark Huber 
 Adam Litzenberger 
10 Shaun Marshall 
 Payton Sanford 
11 Erin Boatman-Smaida 
 Aubryn Ennenga 
12 Dwight Kimber 
 Martin Satchell 
 Dave Schoen 
14 Dan Olson 
15 Rachel Barnes 
 Kayleigh Volkman 
16 Gina Knoll 
 Audrey Schweizer 
17 Lori Bowen 
 Ashley Herman 
 Krystina Johnson 
 Brayden Sanford 
18 Trisha McNiff 
19 Tom Fleming 
 Dylan Ford 
 Ken Johnson 
 Shaun Ryan 
 Brian Willner 
20 Curt Aaseng 
 Isaiah Barnes 
 Connie Grabow 
 Julie Svoboda 
21 Pat Erickson 
 Tina Hillman 
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12 Jerry & Collette Szitta  10 
14 David & Dawn Francis   7 
19 Brad & Jennifer Satchell 16 
 Scott & Julie Wood  17 
 
 

    HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY 

BLESSED BAPTISMBLESSED BAPTISMBLESSED BAPTISMBLESSED BAPTISM    

1 Becky Satchell 
6 Elliot Erickson 
7 Carol Peterson 
9 Kendra Benson 
10 Amy Carroll 
13 John Paape 
14 Hunter Holum 
 Jim Wazlawik 
15 Andy Halverson 
18 Karen Lehman 
 Kaitlin Wawra 
21 Kathryn Henrichs 
 Amy Linder 
 Mark Nahorniak 
 Tom Peterson 
26 Samantha Schoen 
27 Kelby Hadler 
 Adriana Holst 
28 Melanie Heltne 
29 Ella Rohl 
 



GREETERS 
   February 7 
8:15    Bob & Julie Fiedler 
10:00  Mark & Anita Huber 
   February 14 
8:15  Craig & Tammy Orf 
10:00  Chad & Abbi Nawrocki Family 
   February 21 
8:15   Betty & Jerry Pederson 
10:00  4th Grade Sunday School Class 
   February 28 
8:15  Carroll & Karen Lehman 
10:00  1st Grade Sunday School Class 
 

READERS 
   February 7 
8:15    Robyn Keyport 
10:00  Lisa Kleinschmidt 
   February 14 
8:15    Tom Peterson 
10:00  Kelly Johnson 
   February 21 
8:15    Russ Jensen 
10:00  Students from “Shift” 
   February 28 
8:15    Kathy Benson 
10:00  ___________________ 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
   February 7 
8:15    Kathy Benson, 
      Robyn Keyport, Tom Peterson 
10:00    Mark & Anita Huber 
    Tom Swanson 
 
   February 21 
8:15     Jim & Bobbie Flatz 
     Marcia Lindseth 
10:00     Students from “Shift” 
 

SERVING AT JOY 

See an empty spot in the schedule?   If you 
would like to be a reader please call Tracie 
in the office: 262-5800.  Thank you! 


