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June 2014 

 
SUNDAY MORNING  

9:30 am     One Service 

Introducing 
Pastor Roger Grow, Interim Pastor 
The Council met and voted to engage Pastor Roger Grow as our Interim Pas-
tor. He will help us through this period of transition and guide us as we deter-
mine the Calling of a new pastor. Roger will work part-time for us through 
the summer. Council found Roger to be warm-hearted, passionate about his 
work, and extremely experienced in helping members and congregation dur-
ing this time of transition and concern. Please see page 3 for a letter from 
Pastor Roger and page 4 for information on Interim Ministry.  Also note on 
page 5 an important letter from Rev. Rick Hoyme, Bishop of the Northwest 
Wisconsin Synod.                                            
Roger's first Sunday with us is June 8th -- come say hello! 
 

 

 

Joy's Church Council has arranged for  
pastoral care in cases of emergency before Pastor Roger begins to 

serve at Joy.  If you have need for pastoral care, please contact one of the fol-
lowing people, and they will arrange to have a pastor contact you: 
Cassie Swoboda - Church Office (715-262-5800) 
Marcia Lindseth (715-262-3498) 
Hope Olson (715-262-3724) 
Shawn Bernick, Council President (612-290-8953) 
 
 
 

 

Special Event: June 27th - June 29th 
Please see page 10 for information about  volunteering to help with commu-
nity-wide projects while enjoying fellowship with other Christian people from 
local churches. 

Worship (pulpit)  
schedule:  
June 1, 9:30* -  
        Pastor Beth Gaede 
June 8, 15, 22, 29 
  9:30* -  
       Pastor Roger Grow 
 (Interim Pastor) 
* = Joy has one blended service 
from Memorial Day to  
Labor Day! 



 2 

2014 JOY JUNE CALENDAR  

1 Sunday 
9:30am Worship Service 
 
5 Thursday 
7pm Worship Team Mtg 
 
8 Sunday  
9:30am Worship Service 
 
11 Tuesday 
6:30pm Stewardship/Service/
 Fellowship Team Mtg 
 
13 Thursday 
8pm Executive Team Mtg 
 
14 Saturday 
7:30am Men’s Breakfast 
 
15 Sunday 
Happy Father’s Day 
9:30am Worship Service 
 
16 Monday 
10am Joyful Seniors 
  
17 Tuesday 
6:30pm Council Meeting 
 
22 Sunday 
9:30am Worship Service 
 
26 Thursday 
*12pm - 6pm Red Cross Blood Drive 
 
28 Saturday 
7:30am Men’s Breakfast 
 
29 Sunday 
9:30am Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 1  John & Rosie Culhane 
 
June 8  Susan Metcalf 
 
June 15  Rudy & Cathy Jungwirth 
 
June 22  Bill & Sandy Satchell  
 
June 29  Craig & Tammy Orf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 1  Mark & Anita Huber 
  Christy Canfield 
 
June 15   Hope & Erik Olson 
  Fernando Tibayan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

June 1               Andrea Barstad-Aase 
 
June 8  Cathy Martin 
 
June 15  Emilie Horken 
 
June 22  Anita Huber  
 
June 29  Kristen Gray 

* Building use by  outside 
 group 
# Meeting not at  Joy 
 Church 
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May 2014 

 
Dear Members of Joy Lutheran Church: 
  My name is Roger Grow, and I look forward to the privilege of 
serving as your pastor during this special time of transition in the life 
of Joy Lutheran.  I have served seven interims in the last ten years, 
some in total rural settings, and some in large congregations with 
multiple staffs.  No matter what the setting, I have always been re-
minded of the faithfulness of God to the people of the congregations as 
they continue to experience the mercy, grace, and blessing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  In addition, I have also been clearly reminded of the 
great dedication of the disciples of Jesus as they have joined hands 
to continue the ministry that has been entrusted into their care. As I 
look forward to our time together, I would assume that I will expe-
rience those same two aspects of serving in the midst of the people 
of God.  I trust that you, the members of Joy Lutheran, will likewise 
experience the same.  
  My wife, Carol, and I celebrated our 50th wedding anniver-
sary last year.  This was a special time for us to look back over the 
years to see how we have been blessed by God's presence and to 
give thanks for all those who have supported and cared for us.   But 
for me it was a time to acknowledge that those fifty years qualifies 
Carol for sainthood! We have two daughters, Sarah and Susan, who 
are married and live in the Twin Cities.  They each have two chil-
dren, so we celebrate being grandparents four times, three boys 
and one girl.  
  Carol, who will be with me quite often, even though we 
have a home in Black River Falls, Wisconsin, is a retired elementary 
teacher.  Over the past several years, she has had a business of sell-
ing collectables and creations. She still is involved in the process of 
reducing her inventory that has been accumulated. 
  I am a graduate of the University of Minnesota and Luther 
Seminary in St. Paul.  I have served parishes in Glenwood, Fair-
mont, and Albert Lea, Minnesota, as well as Mukwango and West Al-
lis, Wisconsin. Being a University of Minnesota grad, I like Maroon 
and Gold, I am Twins fan, and like others my age like the color purple, 
which is to alert you that on occasions you may see some purple Vi-
king attire!  
  Since retiring, Carol and I have enjoyed the privilege of travel-
ing quite a bit.  We have for several years spent time in Mexico and the 
southern states during the colder months.    
  I look forward to hearing your stories of how you have been 
blessed by God and the ministry of Joy.  In that sharing we will cele-
brate the graciousness of our Lord Jesus Christ and the ministry guid-
ed by His Spirit that is entrusted to us. 
 
 

      Peace,  Rog    
 

GET TO KNOW  PASTOR ROGER 

Pastor Roger Grow 

rgrow@centurytel.net 
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Now What? Interim & 

New Pastor Process 

The Council and entire congrega-

tion are embarking on a journey of 

'self' discovery and new opportuni-

ties. When a pastor leaves a con-

gregation/calling, the Synod office 

chooses an Interim Pastor that it 

believes will serve Joy well. The 

Council then meets and votes to 

approve the candidate.   

 

Together the congregation and 
Interim Pastor will examine the his-
tory of Joy and work through the 
transition dynamics that follow the 
departure of a pastor.  Pastor Grow 
will utilize our new mission/vision 
to help us grow, and also guide us 
as we develop Joy's Profile (which 
is a document to highlight Joy Lu-
theran Church and attract potential 
ministers). Pastor Grow will have 
access to the Kairos/Who is Joy Sur-
vey results plus input from the re-
cent Listening Sessions (as well as 
other input from members) to help 
Joy during this transition. 
For the summer, Pastor Grow will 
be working  part-time. He will be in 
Prescott Thursday-Sunday. (The 
Worship team and lay leaders are 
working on pastoral care coverage 
and more information will be sent 
out as that is finalized. Call the 
Church Office if you have immediate 
questions/needs.) 
As our Interim Pastor, Pastor Grow 
will preside at worship and teach 
the Word of God.  An Interim Pas-
tor takes on all of the responsibili-
ties that Pastor Amy had. He will 
visit as necessary, officiate at wed-
dings, baptisms, confirmation, fu-
nerals, and uphold members in 
prayer.  He will give pastoral leader-
ship for team meetings, activities, 
and organizations of the congrega-
tion.  
 

On Tuesday, April 29, 2014,  
Bishop Hoyme introduced the Council 
to Pastor Roger Grow.  
Council interviewed him and unani-
mously voted to contract with Pastor 
Roger. He agreed as well!  

The one big thing to know is that 
we can't keep Pastor Grow! You 
may grow to love him, but under 
no circumstances is he available for 
regular call to this congregation. It 
is a Synod rule. We just get to enjoy 
him while we seek a new pastor. As 
for the Call Process, to get our new 
Pastor, more will be communicated 
about that each month in the Joy 
Newsletter. Please take a few 
minutes each month to read the 
Newsletter and stay informed 
about this critical process.  

Please welcome  

Pastor Roger Grow to Joy! 

 
Pastor Roger’s  
first Sunday  

with us will be  
June 8th! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donna Boatman 

donnaboatman@yahoo.com 

C O U N C I L  N E W S  
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Pastor Transition & Member Listening Results 

During this time of transition, the leadership of Joy (in consultation with the 
Synod office) enlisted the services of Barbara Solsaa, Clergy Life Coaching, 
LLC to listen and gain input from members. Barbara is an independent church 
and clergy coach. She took 37 members through a listening process to dis-
cuss where Joy has been, where Joy is and most importantly where Joy 
would like to be in the future.  Her Summary Report was delivered on 
Wednesday, May 7, 2014. If you are interested in reading all of it contact the 
Church Office.  
  
Barbara's report speaks to clarify pertinent information, collect opinions and 
perceptions of the 37 individuals who attended. It then makes suggestions 
for Joy's future. Her report "summarizes the discussion I had with those indi-
viduals and may or may not reflect what the overall congregation is think-
ing." The Council will use this information and ideas as we enter into time 
with our new Interim Pastor and also as we begin the Call process for a new 
Pastor.  
 

In closing, Barbara quoted a letter from Pastor Amy Fondroy Eich:  
“I am hopeful that as I step away, you as a congregation will step up. You will 

engage in prayer, worship and conversations that build the ministry of hope 

for those in need. I pray that through this transition you will have an oppor-

tunity to work together to create stronger partnerships in ministry and devel-

op caring ways to treat all of God’s people. I ask you to support the staff and 

the council in the transition. I ask you to welcome and work with the interim 

pastors who will serve you until Joy Lutheran Church is ready to go through 

the call process. I then ask you to welcome the new pastor and continue posi-

tive ministry together.”  

C O U N C I L  N E W S  

Shawn Bernick 

bern0231@gmail.com 

A Pastor Transition & Member 
Listening Results DVD is availa-
ble, as are  printed copies.  
If interested in these materials, 
contact the Joy Office. 

The Joy Plant Market has been held for 6 years, and the 

continued support is amazing…thank you, thank you, thank you!!! The 
weather this year didn’t hurt either. The Plant Market raised over 
$3,100 (to be divided between the Prescott Food Shelf, St. Croix Valley 
Habitat for Humanity, ELCA Missions, and Joy Worship Enhance-
ments.) The Plant Market Committee would like to thank those who do-
nated plants, created and distributed advertising materials, helped out 
with setup/cleanup, volunteered during the market, and those who came 
to buy plants! We especially want to thank the following people (sorry if 
we missed anyone): 
Rosie Culhane Becky Czubin Jim & Bobbie Flatz 
Henry Gray  Julie Gujer  Sue & Lincoln Hood 
Dave & Kelly Johnson   Mary Jonikas  
Doug & Robyn Keyport   Al Klein  
Wayne & Karen Lundgaard  Matthew McCarthy 
Lee & Joan Northouse Hope Olson 
Craig & Tammy Orf Dylan Rieken Ken Roen 
Joe Roosen   Ernie Schultz  Mike Volkman 
 

We also want to thank Sharyn Calton and Dick & Phyllis Hoff-
mann for the wonderful lunch they served the volunteers on 
Saturday.  
 

Thank you again, and let’s hope next year will be another success!!! 
 

Joy Plant Market Committee 
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Christy Canfield 

churchkidsforchrist@yahoo.com 

 

Sonshine Christian Music Festival   
July 16-20,Willmar, MN 
Come listen to some great Christian music and have fun with your 
friends.  Cost is $125 per person. This includes wristband for all shows, 
meals, tent lodging, and transportation. A $75 nonrefundable deposit 
is due now. Contact Christy to sign up!  
 

 

Vacation Bible School (VBS)  
July 21-25, 2014 at Joy Lutheran Church 
Register early!  
Registration forms are available in the narthex, and on the next two 
pages of this newsletter. You can also print registration forms from the 
Joy’s web site, www.joy-church.org. Sorry, online registration is not 
available.  We are expecting about 120-140 kids at VBS this summer so 
please register early!  
 

 

Middle School Youth Camping Trip 
Check out the Youth bulletin board for details of this summer’s trip. 

 

Sign up for Luther Park Bible Camp 
All ages are welcome to sign up for Summer Camp! Details are availa-
ble on the Luther Park website and registration flyers are on the bulle-
tin board in the hallway.  Please let Christy know if your family is in 
need of financial support. 
 

 

Thank you to all who gave so generously 
to the Confirmation Special Offering!  
This year’s special offering is going to help Dylan Ford who is traveling 
to Australia. Dylan will be participating in Discipleship training 
through YWAM (Youth With A Mission).  $723 was collected to assist 
him with this opportunity to serve God!   
 
 

Congratulations to all of our High School 
Graduates! And a special thank you to all the women of the 

church who helped make the beautiful blankets that were given to the 
graduates.  
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Vacation Bible School Registration  
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Hope Olson 

mark.olson5@comcast.net 

S E R V I C E  

  Special Event: June 27th - June 29th 
 
Our Mission is to canvas the town of Prescott to build new relationships, lend 
helping hands, and spread the Good News of Jesus to people who don’t know 
Him. We will bridge the gap between the church and the community improving 
the town of Prescott through pre-selected, nominated projects ranging from 
construction to general maintenance. You, your family and anyone who wants 
to help improve their community are welcome to attend. It’s a lot of fun and a 
great mission. Volunteers will work on assigned projects with direction from a 
team leader for each site/home. Tasks will depend on nomination but could 
include painting, yard work, minor home repair, etc. 
 
When: Friday, June 27, 2014 beginning at noon through, Sunday, June 29, 2014. 
 
Where: Headquarters is Malone Elementary School. This is where we’ll gather,  
               send our volunteers from, eat together, and party.  
 
Sign up to volunteer and/or find out more information. Email  
faithworks@torrentchurch.com or call Hope Olson 715-262-3724. 
Online registration is available:  
https://knowname72.wufoo.com/forms/faithworks-registration-form-2014/ 

Walking Together Synod Event 
June 7, 2014, 8:50 am - 3:30 pm 
University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire 
 

Join others from throughout Northwestern Wisconsin for a day of learning, 
sharing, renewing and connecting.  The 5th annual Walking Together is a day 
designed especially for you--whether you’re a committee member, musician, 
pastor, teacher, or someone who is simply interested in the future of the 
church.  People of all ages, interests, backgrounds, etc. are welcome!  You will 
have the opportunity to choose from a wide range of over 40 workshops that 
focus on topics relevant to today’s congregations.  Bishop Rick Hoyme will 
preach at the worship service. Cost is $15 per person and includes lunch and 
program.  Walk-in registration is available. For more information on specific 
workshops, and for a downloadable registration form, go to the Synod’s web-
site at www.nwswi.org. 
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Marcia Lindseth 

mlindseth@centurytel.net 

 

Mark Your  
Calendars –  

Summer Opportuni-
ties Coming Up! 

 

JW/ELCA PLANNING 
MEETING 

Come to our General Meeting 
on Tuesday, July 15 at 7:00 
P.M. and help us plan for the 
2014-2015 program of activi-
ties.  All women of the 
church are welcome to at-
tend and provide input into 
the JW/ELCA program for 
next year.  The meeting will 
be held in the Fireside Room 
at church. 

 

 

 

SUMMER BIBLE 
STUDY RETREAT 

Join us at Joy on Saturday, Au-
gust 9 from 9:00 A.M.- 12:30 
P.M. in the Joy Fireside Room 
for an ecumenical Bible Study 
called “Of Many Generations.”  
This Bible study will look at bib-
lical women from several gen-
erations, many ages, many 
places, and many experiences.  
We will look at stories of wom-
en who come together, women 
who understand themselves to 
be part of a multi-generational 
community and who have 
known both challenge and joy.  
The theme verse is Isaiah 58:12.  
This is the same study that will 
be presented at the Women of 
the ELCA Ninth Triennial Gath-
ering in Charlotte, NC by the 
author – Dr. Diane Jacobson, 
professor emeritus of Old Tes-
tament at Luther Seminary in 
St. Paul.  This Bible Study can 
be found in the Gather Maga-
zine (June and July/August is-
sues) or online at 
www.gathermagazine.org.  
Please invite friends to attend 
this morning of renewal and 
study.  We plan to again invite 
our sisters from our PACA 
churches to join us.  We will 
contribute to a salad potluck 
lunch following our Bible study.  
Do mark your calendars and 
join us!       

ST. CROIX CONFERENCE 
W/ELCA SUMMER  

RETREAT 
All women are invited to the Confer-
ence Summer Retreat on Thursday, 
August 14, 8:15 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. at 
our own Joy Lutheran Church.  We 
are privileged to host the women 
from our St. Croix Conference for 
this year’s summer retreat so we cer-
tainly hope many of you will be able 
to easily attend.  The theme for the 
retreat is “Bags of Blessings.”  The 
speaker will be Sue Saarem, the new 
President of the Northwest Wiscon-
sin Synod Women of the ELCA. 
Women from our Conference who 
are attending the Triennial Gathering 
in Spokane in July will also share 
their reflections on that special Gath-
ering. Our own Joyful Bells will en-
tertain us and Kelly Poff is preparing 
a delicious lunch that will be served 
to all in attendance.  Don’t miss this 
special morning of fellowship and 
inspiration with other women from 
our St. Croix Conference! 

 

Continued next page... 

JW/ELCA NEWS (Joy Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) 
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JW/ELCA NEWS 

Marcia Lindseth 

mlindseth@centurytel.net 

WELCA Worthy . . . . 
����Thank you to our 2013-2014 Bible 
 Study leaders – Wilma Timm, 
 Emilie Horken, and Marcia  
 Lindseth.  We appreciate their 
 leadership and give thanks to all 
 the women who attended the 
 monthly Bible studies on biblical 
 women.  The monthly Bible  
 studies will begin again in  
 September and we invite all 
 women to join us as we  
 participate in a study called 
 “Transforming Life and  
 Faith.” 
�Thank you to the women who 
 made the fleece blankets that 
 were given as gifts to the  
 graduating high school seniors.  
�Thanks to everyone who  
 donated to the April/May  
 Mission Project for Our 
 Neighbor’s Place.  Your  
 donations will make a difference 
 to the people who reside there. 
�The Northwest Synod Women’s 
 Organization convention was 
 held on May 2-3 in Eau Claire.  
 Congratulations to Emilie  Hor-
ken who was elected to the  Syn-
od Women’s Organization 
 Board, representing St. Croix 
 Conference.  Marcia Lindseth was 
 thanked for her service the past 
 two years as President of the 
 Synod Women’s Organization.  
 Joy members who attended the 
 convention were Emilie Horken 
 and Marcia Lindseth.  Our Joy’s 
 Card Ministry was among the  
 displayers. Those attending en
 joyed great keynote speakers, 

 interesting workshop sessions, 
 and an inspiring worship service. 
�The thirty quilts that were made 
 by our Joyful Quilters from  
 January through March were 
 dedicated at worship services on 
 May 11th.  Thanks to Marv and 
 Marcia Lindseth for delivering 
 these quilts to the Lutheran 
 World Relief warehouse in South 
 St. Paul where they will be  
 distributed around the world to 
 people in need of comfort and 
 warmth.  Quilters will begin  
 quilting again in September! 

 

Ninth Triennial  
Gathering of WELCA 

Coming Soon! 
How Can YOU Help Even if 

You Are Not 
 Attending? 

We are excited that three women 
from our Joy family will be attend-
ing the Women of the ELCA’s Ninth 
Triennial Gathering in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, July 24-27.  They are 
Kathy Sommer, Mandy Bernick, 
and Marcia Lindseth who is also a 
voting delegate from the North-
west Wisconsin Synod at the 
WELCA Convention preceding the 
Gathering.  There’s still time to reg-
ister if you’d like to accompany 
these three women.  Just speak to 
one of them or visit 
www.welcatg.org web site for in-
formation about speakers, tours, 
workshops, and registration. 
 
BUT, if you’re not attending, you 
can still participate by donating an 
In-kind Gift.  In-kind gifts are about 
relationships and partnerships.  The 
gifts that will be collected at the 
Triennial Gathering have been de-

termined, working in community 
with women in local agencies and 
Lutheran Social Services of the Car-
olinas.  These gifts are tangible 
items to meet immediate needs 
and remind women that we stand 
in solidarity with them as recipi-
ents.  Below are some suggestions 
for In-kind Gifts if you’d like to par-
ticipate by giving an item that 
Kathy, Mandy, or Marcia could 
bring, on your behalf, to the Trien-
nial Gathering.  You may also give a 
monetary donation to Kathy, Man-
dy, or Marcia who will then pur-
chase, for you, items listed below 
once they get to North Carolina.  
Those items will then be given as 
in-kind donations at the Triennial 
Gathering. 
 

 
Quilt Kits – Quilts will be 

completed at the  
Triennial and  

distributed by Lutheran 
World Relief 

1)  Fill a gallon-size resealable plas-
tic bag with one each of the follow-
ing:  Twelve 21-inch squares of cot-
ton fabric, one spool of Coats and 
Clark Dual Duty thread to match 
the fabric, one piece of cotton fab-
ric for backing (2 ½ yards if 60” 
wide fabric or 5 yards of 35”-45” 
wide fabric). 
 
2)  Fill a gallon-size resealable plas-
tic bag with one each of the follow-
ing:  2 pieces of fabric (2 ½ yards of 
60” wide fabric or 5 yards of 35”-
45” wide fabric), one spool of 
Coats and Clark Dual Duty thread to 
match fabric. 
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Marcia Lindseth 

mlindseth@centurytel.net 

Gift Cards – Gift cards in any 
amount, beginning with a minimum 
of $10, from Target, Walmart, and K
-mart.  Visa cards are also welcome. 
 
Pre-paid phone cards – Pre-paid 
phone cards are needed in any 
amount; they can be purchased at 
national retail stores and grocery 
stores. 

 
Hygiene items – Hygiene items for 
women, teen girls, and teen boys 
are needed:  deodorant or antiper-
spirant, body wash, shampoo and 
conditioner, hair gels, moisturizers, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental 
floss, disposable razors, wide-
toothed hair combs and brushes. 
 
Clothing – Socks and underwear 
are needed in any size and color for 
women, teen girls and teen boys.  
Bras in any size are also needed for 
women and teen girls. 
 
Prayer Shawls – Prayer shawls are 
being collected also.  If you knit or 
crochet, consider making a prayer 
shawl that can be taken to North 
Carolina.  Directions can be found 
on the womenoftheelca.org web 
site.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Women of the ELCA’s 
Katie’s Fund Reaches  

$1 Million! 
The Women of the ELCA had a goal 
to grow Katie’s Fund to one million 
dollars by the start of the Ninth 
Triennial Gathering, July 24-27, 2014 
in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Guess 
what?  The goal has already been 
reached because of the generous 
donations of the women of the 
ELCA, including our own JWELCA.  
Katie’s Fund began in 1997 when 
the Women of the ELCA were cele-
brating its first ten years of minis-
try.  Gifts to Katie’s Fund, an en-
dowment fund that honors the 
bold life of Katharina von Bora Lu-
ther, support ministries of global 
sharing, leadership development, 
and living theology. 
 
In recent years, Katie’s Fund has 
provided for anti-bullying work-
shops at the ELCA Youth Gathering, 
advocacy trainings about human 
trafficking, the Words Matter pro-
ject, and the program resources 
ministry of Women of the ELCA.  In 
2012, Katie’s Fund helped young 
adult women travel to Liberia as 
part of the 25th anniversary celebra-
tion.  Katie’s Fund also supported 
the making of “I Believe You,” an 
interfaith documentary about do-
mestic violence, which was later 
nominated for two Emmy awards.  
Congregations have used the film 
to start important conversations 
about domestic violence.   
 

This spring, Katie’s Fund helped to 
make this documentary more ac-
cessible in the church by purchas-
ing DVD copies for every ELCA re-
source center, including our North-
west Wisconsin Synod Resource 
Center housed in Eau Claire. 
 
Thanks to our JWELCA and other 
congregational units, conferences 
and synod women’s organizations 
for helping Women of the ELCA 
reach out in new and creative ways 
to mobilize women for bold lives of 
faith! 
(You can always make a gift to 
Katie’s Fund by contacting Emilie 
Horken, JWELCA Treasurer, or by 
sending it directly to the Women of 
the ELCA, 8765 W. Higgins Rd., Chica-
go, IL 60631, designating it for 
Katie’s Fund.) 
 
 
 
 

Women of the ELCA 
Give Many Grants 

Did you know that the Women of 
the ELCA has given more than $3.1 
million in grants in their 26 years of 
ministry?  Grant dollars come from 
endowments that were created 
decades ago through wills, trusts, 
and other planned gifts.  They also 
come from current donations to 
WELCA grants.  Regular offerings 
and Thankofferings also help to 
sustain the grants program. If 
you’d like to donate to the Grants 
Program of the WELCA, please 
send a donation to the Women of 
the ELCA, 8765 West Higgins Ro d, 
Chicago, IL  60631.  
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June 2014 Giving Team Message  
We are continuing through the course of the year with our themed quarterly  
events and Biblical messaging with the intention of building a congregation of  
generous cheerful givers!   
“Stewards of Creation” - April through June 2014 
 Creation is our first stewardship.   How might we care for the earth? 
Genesis I “In the beginning God created the heavens the earth.” 
Psalms 25: 2 “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who  
live in it.” 
Psalms 8:6 “You made him ruler over the works of you hands; you put everything 
under his feet.” 
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪ 
Joy Lutheran’s First Annual Rogation Sunday on April 27 
The first annual Rogation Sunday with blessings of the seeds and creation was  
well-received.  Special thanks to those who participated during the pastoral  
blessing after the offering.  We have such a strong group of gardeners and those  
who enjoy caring for God’s abundant creations that is seems very fitting to  
continue Rogation Sunday on the Sunday after Easter in future years.  
 
Great success again at the Joy May Plant Sale! 
Thank you to all those supporting and participating in last month’s plant sale.   
As usual, it was a very positive event for those planning it and also helping  
support it as both as workers and as customers!  God continues to bless us in so  
many ways and for that we are thankful.   
 
Listed below is the annual calendar of themes/events for the Giving Team.  We are excited about our 
focused plan and would love to have some spirit filled help with planning and hosting the events.  If 
you are interested in joining our team, please let me know!   
 

Kristen Gray 
grayfamily001@outlook.com 

Quarter Theme Dates and events 

Q1 
Jan- March 

Stewards of local and global 

communities 

2/2/14 – Souper Bowl Sunday food drive.  Student challenge for canned 

good collection 

Q2 
April - June 

Stewards of Creation 4/27/14 – Rogation Sunday - Blessing of the Seeds and Creation 
Support  of 2014 spring plant sale – May 17- 18th 

Q3 
July - September 

Stewards of the Story  Sundays in July – Aug - special children’s activities titled ”I Love to Tell 

the Story” 

Q4 
October – December 

Stewards of God’s Abundance Giving of First Fruits – Fall stewardship campaign 


